Words
UNITE

www.gethackneyreading.com

FAQ

what iS Words Unite?

Words Unite is a community-wide campaign to Get Hackney Reading.

The campaign aims to encourage adults, children and young people throughout
the borough to become enthusiastic, independent and inquiring readers.

It’s all about inspiring people to read more, to read together with family and friends and to
enjoy all the different ways of reading.

WHAT i TV AN\ OF THE WORDR LNiTe CAMPAIGN?
To Get Hackney Reading!

Our vision is for people in Hackney to:

* have good reading skills, which will help them to achieve economic well-being
* use their reading skills to access information and increase their knowledge

* have a culturally rich experience through reading

* read for pleasure and enjoyment

WHO [ INVOLVED WITH THE WORD§ LINITE <AMPAIGNS

The campaign is led by The Learning Trust and is funded by Team Hackney. It involves schools,
community groups, libraries, voluntary organisations and local community representatives.
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Why s this campaign beitng held vnm Hackney?

In Hackney, the need to improve literacy, numeracy and key skills is greater than in any other
London borough. (The London Strategic Action Plan for Skills for Life in London, 2006.)

PUPTLS

* Many pupils in Hackney’s schools perform below the national average in reading and the
associated skills

» Hackney is the lowest performing local authority in the country in terms of reading and writing

Adults

» Almost half of all adults in Hackney have a lower level of literacy than that expected
of a school leaver

* Hackney’s employment rate is 55%, some 13.6% percent lower than that of the wider
London economy, which is currently 69.1%

By looking at reading, we can go a long way to addressing some of Hackney’s key priorities
contained in the Local Area Agreement:

» successfully tackling educational under-achievement

» reducing unemployment for 18 — 24 year olds

» increasing access to low-cost home ownership

» reducing the rate of violent crime and criminal gang culture

» reducing health inequalities for children and young people

Tho &3 1 JoptEEt FOL TOLEe iDFOLELiONH

General enquiries or marketing wordsunite@learningtrust.co.uk
Primary School enquiries anthony.doudle@learningtrust.co.uk
Secondary School enquiries catharine.wensley(@learningtrust.co.uk
Family Learning enquiries anna.kulakiewicz@learningtrust.co.uk
Adult Learning enquiries jill.gander@learningtrust.co.uk
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