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Home Learning
When parents/carers have the knowledge and skills to play and engage in simple learning activities at home with their children, as part of normal daily life, this can help their children overcome risk factors such as poverty and class that are linked to underachievement and a continued cycle of social exclusion. The link between social disadvantage and underachievement is well-established and is compounded for children from disadvantaged backgrounds.
There is overwhelming evidence that parents’/carers’ involvement in their children's early learning has a huge and lasting impact. We also know that parental involvement is more successfully achieved through a partnership approach to work with parents.
As the Warnock report stated so many years ago in 1978:

"Parents can be effective partners only if professionals take notice of what they say and how they express their needs, and treat their contribution as intrinsically important."

Parents/carers are children’s first and most enduring educators. When parents/carers and practitioners work together in Early Years settings, the result has a positive impact on children’s development and learning.

Play
Play underpins all development and learning for young children. Most children play spontaneously, although some may need parent/carer support, and it is through play that they develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. 
Providing well-planned experiences based on children’s spontaneous play, both indoor and outdoors, is an important way in which practitioners and parents support young children to learn with enjoyment and challenge. In playing, children behave in different ways: sometimes their play will be responsive and/or boisterous, sometimes they may describe what they are doing, and sometimes they will be quiet and reflective as they play.
Positive interaction (sustained shared thinking)

Practitioners need to value and respect what goes on at home and actively support parents/carers in developing a rich home learning experience for their children that supports and extends their learning environment.

Practitioners should share with parents/carers their commitment to the development of sustained shared thinking (and encourage parents/carers to do the same) and how they do this: by offering encouragement, clarifying ideas, and asking open questions which support and extend children’s thinking and play, and help them to make connections in learning.
Valued work of Practitioners

We recognise that all practitioners of Early Years practitioners/settings are committed to working in partnership with parents/carers to improve outcomes for children. Encouragement for parents to develop the Home Learning environment is often done very informally within settings. This information sheet is recognising your contribution to Home Learning as well as to encourage you to go further and raise the profile of this approach in your setting, and embed it into your working practice with parents/carers. You can start to do this by encouraging parents/carers to:

1. Get down to their child’s level

· Sit at the same level as their child or crouch down when they are talking and playing together, and allow their child to express themselves through their play. Parent/Carers are encouraged to interact and comment appropriately. 
2. Talk about the things they see and do with their children

· Point out things that they see or do in daily life and describe them for their child, and provide opportunities to role play or act on what they have seen
3. Listen and add words
· Listen carefully to what their child is trying to tell them and show them. Parents/carers should repeat what their child said to show they understand. Parent/carers should build activities (books, games, toys etc.) around the child’s interest.
Parents as Partners
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EYSF encourages Early Years practitioners/settings to put principles into practice. One of the key principles is parents as partners. It suggests that regular information should be provided to parents/carers about their children’s learning and activities they have participated in. Home Learning goes a step further and encourages you to share skills, knowledge and understanding with parents/carers to ensure every child reaches their full potential.
References 
http://earlyhomelearning.org.uk
Practical Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage, Nottingham, DCSF Publications, May 2008
Tassoni, Penny, Practical EYFS Handbook, Essex, Heinemann, 2008

Activities
Below are some examples of activities that you can share with parents and carers that they can do with their children at home. We are sure you have many more ideas of activities you can share with parents to promote Home Learning.
Ideas are taken from the Professional Development Network meetings and Childminders Information Sessions held in June and July 2009. The full list can be accessed at http://www.learningtrust.co.uk/childcare/information_for_providers/free_childcare_pilot.aspx.
· Drop ins
· Stay and Play Sessions – parents/carers can come into the setting and watch, help and play with their children
· Learn how to make Play Dough together

· Learn about cheap or free activities parents/carers can do with their children

· Life skills

· Cooking together

· Gardening together

· Shopping together
· Reading together

· Share materials

· Borrow books and toys (packs)

· Share photos 
· Prepare weekend activity bags (which includes an instant camera) that parents/carers can take home and play with their children and take photographs to share with the setting
· Share information

· [image: image8.png]


Home link theme activities support e.g. setting’s theme is transport - encourage parents and carers to talk about transport they see while they’re out and about, and/or read books about transport at home with their children
· Sharing children’s interests with parents and setting

· Profile Books/CD (with photos and activities) to encourage parents/carers to contribute to the profile book of their child
· Visits

· Visit libraries

· Visit local museums

· Visit other places of interest

· Visit parks and local outdoor areas
Resource: Early Years Quality Improvement Support Programme (EYQISP) page 39 Session 2 http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/
Resources
Here are some useful resources you can share with parents
Once upon a time in Hackney
Use your experiences to get your child ready to read!

( http://www.learningtrust.co.uk/campaigns/words_unite/docs/onceuponatime.pdf
Sparklebox
1000s of FREE resources for Early Years practitioners. Also includes recommended resources for parents to use with their children at home. ( http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/
Early Home Learning
Provides practical information about how to plan and implement effective services to involve parents in their children’s early learning. ( http://earlyhomelearning.org.uk/

Toy Libraries
Toy Libraries are run in a similar way to other libraries. Parents need to register with the toy library and can borrow two toys for up to two weeks. Most of them have play sessions too!

( http://www.learningtrust.co.uk/childcare/information_for_parents/playguide.aspx
Contact 
Here are some useful contacts you can share with parents and signpost them to:
Hackney’s Early Intervention Parenting Programme (EIPP)

EIPP offers a range of services to support parents in encouraging their children to succeed in school and at home. 

( Wendy Lanham 020 7275 6020 or Penny Denny 07772227335 ( wendy.lanham@learningtrust.co.uk 

Parent Partnership Service
Hackney Parent Partnership Service offers information and support to parents/carers and their children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). The free service is open to Hackney parents. 
( http://www.learningtrust.co.uk/special_needs/what_the_learning_trust_provides/parent_partnership.aspx
Dads Sessions
Drop in for dads and children under 5. Contact your local Children’s Centre for more information.
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Home-Start Hackney

Home-Start volunteers visit families regularly, in their own homes, usually once a week for a few hours, for discussion or practical support such as help to play with the children. Volunteers are not babysitters or home helps, so any practical help is given as a friend would.       

( 020 7249 7246   ( http://www.home-start.org.uk/

Here is a useful contact for the setting:
Happy @Home

The HAPPY @Home programme is a programme involving parents/carers and their young babies/children in a series of parent and child workshops.  It is an under fives family learning programme for healthy lifestyles and obesity prevention which aims to promote physical activity, physical development and healthy eating. 

( Kim Lambden  0790019277  ( Kim.lambden@ntlworld.com[image: image10.wmf] 
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