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Imformation for Providers from guidance pack

descriptors of Quality

To help LAs inform their local quality arrangements, and to set some minimum expectations for settings participating in the pilot, we have set out our minimum requirements, as well as some good practice elements
Minimum expectations of participating providers

· Settings must have an Ofsted good or outstanding rating or where it has received a satisfactory rating, it should be able to demonstrate it is actively working towards a good rating. LAs will want to determine what is sufficient evidence to constitute a setting is working towards a good rating. 

· The setting must have a graduate Early Years Professional (or Teacher with relevant experience) leading practice, or, through the Graduate Leader Fund, be committed to employing an Early Years Professional within a reasonable time period. If Childminders are used they must also have access to an Early Years Professional

· Providers must regularly evaluate the quality of their provision and should either be participating in a local Quality Improvement Scheme or a quality improvement process that the LA recognises and approves of.  

We have deliberately set quality standards in the support pack working with our quality colleagues at the DCSF and our existing two year old pilots. If you have settings that are ‘satisfactory’ and you as a LA are confident that they are working towards ‘good’, then you need to make a judgement about whether they should be included. We are deliberately trying to raise the bar on standards, whilst not being overly prescriptive on the type of setting that can be used.

	Desirable elements of quality provision

· Supporting children with additional needs – providers should demonstrate the ability to identify children with additional needs and show that they are meeting those needs within the setting, where necessary by calling on external services.  Children with a significant speech or developmental delay must be referred to provision which can accommodate those needs.  
· Qualifications –supervisors of two year-olds should be qualified to at least Level 3 (in multi-room settings all supervisors should have Level 3). Childminders delivering the two year old offer should also be working towards a Level 3 qualification. Local authorities can assist providers’ staff training through the Outcomes, Quality and Inclusion block of the SS, EYC grant.


	· Continuous Professional Development (CPD) - Providers should have effective training plans for their staff and a visible policy for staff development. Providers’ graduate leaders should be participating in the Early Years Professional networks as these come on stream.  

· Providers should be able to demonstrate inclusive practice, celebrating the diversity of their children and staff and the wider community.  
· Effective parental engagement - which should influence the quality of the home learning environment (HLE).  
· Good outdoor facilities for play and learning – settings that encourage active learning in different environments help improve the outcomes of children and especially boys.  Local authorities have since April 2008 an Early Years Capital Grant which could be used to help providers develop their facilities.
· Children Centre links – in order to maximise family learning support and signposting to other services, all settings should agree to work with Children’s Centres in their area to provide additional services.


Some questions that you will need to be able to answer. 

	What Ofsted rating does your setting hold?

	Did any of your staff attend the More Caught Than Taught training? (6 month course) 

If so what impact or benefits has this had for your setting?

	Does your setting have a graduate Leader? If so who?

	Please give details of why you are interested in participating in this pilot and how you feel you can contribute to improving outcomes for children and families through this initiative. Please include any knowledge or information you already have about the scheme.

	Quality of Provision and Inclusion 

Provide details of how you will ensure high quality childcare is provided, including details of any Quality Assurance programme you have or will undertake and how you will ensure the particular needs of those children within the pilot will be met.  

	Working with Parents 

Please provide details of how you will ensure parents are fully engaged, supported and involved in their child’s learning and feel comfortable and confident in your settings.

	Please give details of any Early Years Foundation Stage training your setting has been involved in and how you plan to use and develop this in the future.   Please expand on how it fits into what you are already undertaking  within your setting

	Please give details of any additional services or support you may be able to offer to ensure positive outcomes for children and families, giving details of any community links and support networks you attend in your area. Also any additional support you may need to enable you to meet the objectives within the pilot.     

	Please explain why you feel monitoring and evaluation is important in regards to a scheme, such as the 2yr old pilot? How does your setting actively engage in this process?

	What capacity of 2yr old pilot places is your setting able to offer? (estimate only) Please bear in mind, the extra input and support these children and families need.



Information taken from DCSF Two year old Pilot Support Pack – A guide for New Local Authorities., page 9 & 10.  http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/earlyyears/lapractice/pilots/ 
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