
17 June 2011 

CONSULTATION ON ADDITIONAL  
SECONDARY SCHOOL PROVISION IN HACKNEY

Dear all 

The Learning Trust and the Council believe there is a case to increase the number of secondary school places 
available in Hackney by opening a new provision in September 2014. 

Demand for secondary places in Hackney has increased considerably over the past few years. The Learning 
Trust currently provides places for around 80% of all children transferring to secondary school. Some parents 
will always prefer to place their children in schools in other boroughs; either because it is their nearest school 
or for religious or other reasons.

The number of children transferring to secondary school annually has been fairly stable over a number of 
years; around 2200-2300 children. The additional places provided by the new Academies in Hackney have 
sufficed to offer enough places. This will remain the situation until 2013. In 2014, the number of children 
transferring is expected to be higher: an additional 150-200 children compared to now. In the Mayoral 
manifesto before the Hackney elections in 2010, Jules Pipe pledged that ‘We will meet the demand for 
secondary school places where it is needed, particularly in the south of Hackney’. For these reasons, The 
Learning Trust and Hackney Council want to examine the case for new secondary provision in Hackney.

To win funding from the DfE we have to demonstrate both a need and public support for the type of 
provision, e.g. an Academy or Free School. 

We have arranged a drop in session between 5pm and 6.45pm on Wednesday 22 June at Berger Primary 
School, Anderson Road, E9 6HB. Representatives from The Learning Trust will be on hand to tell you more 
about the proposal and you will have an opportunity to share your views. 

If you want to comment, but cannot attend the meeting, visit our website and respond online at  
www.learningtrust.co.uk/consultations 

Alternatively you can return the consultation form to:
Asa Melander, Divisional Business Manager
The Learning Trust, 1 Reading Lane, London E8 1GQ.

Any other queries contact asa.melander@learningtrust.co.uk or telephone: 020 8820 7229

The consultation period ends on Friday 8 July. We look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards

Steve Belk
Acting Chief Executive
The Learning Trust
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	 BERGER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Anderson Road, Hackney, E9 6HB

Directions 
From the north: walk down Digby road from Homerton High Street and the school is on the right hand side. 

From the south or west: From Morning Lane go down Wick Road – Barnabas Road – Daley Road to Anderson 
Road. There is no access from Flanders way. 

Buses to Homerton High Street: 236, 276, 394, 425, 488, W15
Buses to Morning Lane: 30, 425
Trains: Homerton
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Consultation response form 
Please return this form by Friday 8 July 2011 to
Asa Melander, The Learning Trust, 
1 Reading Lane, London, E8 1GQ 

Your Name (please print) 	

Address  									         Postcode:

Telephone:  	

I am 

q A parent of a child in a Hackney school. Please name school: 

q A parent of a child in Hackney who has not yet started school

q Other, please detail (e.g. community member): 

Please give us your view on the proposal for additional secondary school provision in Hackney indicating your 
preference. There are two options:

q Provision by an Academy

q Provision by a Free School

Other comments

Some questions answered

What type of provision?
Although parents have different views on what type of secondary provision they want for their children, the 
overwhelming demand is for mixed, non-selective, non-denominational places. We want the provision to be 
as accessible as possible for Hackney parents. 

There are two options 
•	 Provision by an Academy
	 We have received expressions of interest from Mossbourne Academy and City of London Academy, 

Hackney. All existing Hackney community, voluntary aided and academies work well together and this 
would allow this relationship to continue to thrive. 

•	 Provision by a Free School 
	 A Free school is a non-profit making, independent, state-funded schools. They could be located in 

traditional school buildings or appropriate community spaces such as office buildings or church halls. They 
could be set up by a wide range of proposers – including charities, universities, businesses, educational 
groups, visionary teachers or committed parents – who want to make a difference to the educational 
landscape. 

Where?
The secondary schools in Hackney are not evenly spread out. There are more mixed, non-denominational 
schools and places in central and north Hackney than in east Hackney. In addition to that, Hackney, being an 
inner-city borough does not have many big enough areas that are available to build schools on. The potential 
site identified for this provision is the site on Victoria Park road that will be vacated by Cardinal Pole School 
when they move to their new site. 

How big will it be?
Based on the space availability and need, we expect the new provision to be four forms of entry, i.e. 120 
children per year group. The provision would open one year group at a time, just like most of the Academies, 
so in 2014 there would only be a Year 7; in 2015 there would be a Year 7 and Year 8 etc.

Who will get places at the new provision?
The admission arrangements, i.e. the rules for admitting students; would be decided 
by the Governing Body of the school. We expect them to be similar to other 
secondary schools in Hackney; i.e, giving priority to statemented children, Looked 
After Children, siblings and then to other children based on their distance to the 
school in that order. 

Who will fund the provision?
Without funding the school cannot proceed. The costs will be 
substantial and depend on the scale of works. The Local Planning 
Authority will have a very clear view on the current building and 
that will also affect the cost. To win funding from the DfE we 
have to demonstrate both a need and public support for 
the type of provision, e.g. an extension to an existing 
Academy or a Free School. 


