
 

Lauriston Primary School: 
Consultation on a Proposal to 
Increase the Size of the School 

Return to: Stuart Sands, School Place Planning Team 
Hackney Technology & Learning Centre, 1 Reading Lane, E8 1GQ 
Tel:  020 8820 7223 

Please print 
Your Name:         

Address:            

Tel:        

 



 

 
Glossary of Terms 
 
Forms of Entry (FE) The number of class groups of 30 pupils in each year group – a 2FE school 
has 2 classes of 30, in each year group. 
 
DfES (Department for Education and Skills) 
The Central Government department with responsibility for Education, headed by the Secretary of 
State for Education. 
 
School Organisation Committee (SOC) 
An independent body who decides on statutory proposals for changes in schools. 
 
The Learning Trust 
A not for profit organisation responsible for managing education in Hackney 
 
Statutory Notice 
One of the final parts of the process for making changes to the organisation of schools or their 
provision of places. Local Authorities (or the Learning Trust in Hackney) agree to publish a 
Statutory Notice based on consultation. It is a formal document stating the exact terms of any 
proposal and is published in a local paper and put up on the school gates and other local sites. 
People have a six week opportunity to write in with any objection or comments they might have on 
the proposal, which is then considered by the School Organisation Committee (SOC). 
 
Schools Adjudicator 
An independent group of men and women with considerable educational experience.  They are 
appointed by the Secretary of State for Education to decide on statutory proposals when the local 
SOC cannot reach a unanimous decision. 
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What does the proposal mean? 
1. The Learning Trust wish to consult the school community on a proposal to increase the size of 

Lauriston School from 30 pupils per year (one form of entry or 1FE) to 60 pupils per year (2 
forms of entry or 2FE). This will support the demand for additional, high-quality, primary places 
from local parents. 

2. Because the school is already small for its current population and education requirements the 
school would need to be demolished and rebuilt.  During the re-build the school would 
continue with its current staff and pupils and still remain as a 1FE school but in temporary 
buildings. The school would start to take the extra year group when the new building was 
complete in 2009 and then it would only increase by one year group at a time, starting with the 
reception class. 

3. The overall site would remain the same size but the new building is likely to be on two storeys 
with a lift providing additional access above ground level.  We will continue to consult with 
users about accessibility and movement around the new building during the design stages. 

Lauriston Primary School  
4. Lauriston Primary School, is a very popular, heavily oversubscribed, one-form entry school. 

Situated in the south of the borough. There are 211 children on roll (as of Jan 2006) between 
the ages of 4 and 11 and 35 nursery age children. Lauriston is a multi-cultural inner city 
primary school whose intake comes from the immediate area which serves a diverse socio-
economic, cultural and religious community. 29% of children are eligible for free school meals 
and almost 42 % have English as an additional language. The level of Special Educational 
Needs in the school is higher than the Hackney average and covers a wide range of need. 
The school has taken a lead on the admission of children with complex physical needs. 

5. For the 2006/7 academic year there were 98 applications for the 30 reception places. When 
the tie-breaker of distance between home and school was applied, the furthest child to be 
offered a place lived only 311m away from the school. There are only four other schools in 
Hackney where this distance is less than 311m.  Other schools near Lauriston are also 
oversubscribed. 

6. Expanding popular and successful schools is a key feature of Hackney’s School Organisation 
Plan and this proposal is identified as a high priority for investment for the Learning Trust. 

Current accommodation at Lauriston Primary School  
7. The existing school was designed and built in the 1970s and suffers greatly from overcrowding 

due to its poor design.  Four out of seven classrooms are undersized. There is no dedicated IT 
suite or library space and both of these activities currently take place in corridors which causes 
organisational problems for the school. The only general teaching resource area for the school 
is housed in a temporary classroom. The non-teaching accommodation is also well below 
DfES recommended guidelines. The proposal will ensure that the school’s accommodation 
meets current standards, is fit for purpose and built for the future. 

What will happen to pupils during the expansion? 
8. There is no available site or building near the current school site that is big enough to 

accommodate the whole school while the new building is going up. The school and the 
Learning Trust are working with Sall, Cullinan and Buck Architects Ltd (SCABAL). They have 
been consulting with the school community on what the new school could be like and are 
providing technical information to allow us to make the best choices on the temporary 
arrangements. 

9. So that the school can keep its current high standards, reduce the impact of the building work 
as much as possible and using SCABAL’s work, The Learning Trust and the school have 
looked at the options for decanting (working in another building during building works). We 
recommend using both the land on neighbouring Morpeth Close (currently used as 
garages/disused laundry and a ball court) and remaining on the current Lauriston site.  This 



would be in parts of the existing school as well as a temporary building on a different part of 
the site to where the building work will take place.  There will be further development of the 
details of these arrangements should the project go ahead and we appoint designers. 

10. King Edwards Road (currently a vacant site about quarter of a mile from the current school) 
has been dismissed as it is too small on its own. It would also be too expensive and difficult to 
make it work as a temporary school site and it is too far away from the current school for them 
to operate on both sites. 

11. This diagram shows a potential site layout during construction including use of Morpeth Close. 
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Next steps and proposed timetable for the decision-making process 
12. The Learning Trust welcomes views on the proposals set out in this paper. All views 

expressed during this consultation will be reported to and considered by the Board of the 
Learning Trust.  This will be on 8 February 2007. 

Consultation period: 
Circulation of this paper to 
and meetings with key 
stakeholders  
11 Dec 2006 – 29 Jan 2007

The Board of the 
Learning Trust 
considers the responses 
to this consultation. 

8 Feb 2007 

The Board Agree to 
publish a Statutory 
Notice for a specific 
proposal based on this 
consultation.

The Board Decide not 
to publish a Statutory 
Notice based on this 
consultation. 

No further action taken. Notice published in local 
press and on the school site.  
6 Week period for people to 
object or comment. 

15 Feb – 29 Mar 2007 

If there are no objections: If objections are received: 
The Board of the 
Learning Trust meets to 
consider the proposal. 

The School Organisation 
Committee meets to 
consider the proposal. 

26 April 2007 April/May 2007 

The Board doesn’t 
agree the Proposal 

Proposal Agreed The Board approve the 
proposal  

Proposal Not Agreed 
The Learning Trust considers 
asking the Schools 
Adjudicator to decide the 
proposal. 

Work begins on 
making the changes. Work begins on making 

the changes. 
No further action. 

May 2007 Onwards 
May 2007 Onwards May-June 2007 

Adjudicator Doesn’t 
Agree Proposal 

Adjudicator Agrees 
Proposal 

Work begins on making 
the changes. 

No further action. 

July 2007 
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When would the proposals be implemented? 
13. If this proposal is approved the following timetable is likely: 

• Appointment of Architects – Spring 2007. 

• The school will have temporary additional accommodation from September 2007. 

• Building will begin on the new school early in 2008. 

• The new school will be ready for September 2009. 

Consultation Meetings 
14. The consultation will run from 11 December 2006 until 29 January 2007 and will include 

meetings with key stakeholders. We will try to provide Turkish and Bengali speaking 
interpreters at the meetings. We will provide interpreters for additional languages at meetings 
on prior request.   

Audience Date Venue Time 

Parents – Morning 
Creche 

16 January 2007 Lauriston 9.00pm - 10.30pm 

Parents - Afternoon 
Creche 

17 January 2007 Lauriston 3.30pm – 5.00pm 

Parents -  Evening 
Creche 

18 January 2007 Lauriston 6.00pm -7.30pm 

Wider community 
Hearing Loop 

23 January 2007 Learning Trust 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

15. The meetings set out above will be arranged as a ‘drop-in’ where people can arrive at any time 
within the hours advertised and speak individually to Learning Trust and school staff and 
Governors and the architects.  Creche and hearing loop facilities will be available where 
indicated. Separate meetings will be arranged for pupils at the school, the Governing Body, 
staff at the school and Trade Unions. 

List of Consultees 
16. We aim to consult with as many people and interested groups as possible including: 

 

• Pupils, Parents and carers of students 
on roll at Lauriston Primary School 

• Staff & Governors at Lauriston 
Primary School 

• Hackney School Governors 
Association (HASGA) 

• Headteachers and Governors of all 
Hackney Schools 

• Diocesan Boards 

• Other primary schools in neighbouring 
boroughs within 2 miles of Lauriston 

• Trade Unions 

• Interlink network for Jewish 
Community  

• Diocese of Westminster 

• Local community groups and business 
partners 

• Hackney Council 

• Hackney MPs 

• Hackney Councillors  

• Neighbouring LEAs including Tower 
Hamlets & Islington 
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Consultation Response Form 
Proposal to Increase the Size of Lauriston Primary School 
 
Please return to Stuart Sands by 29 January 2007, at: 

The Learning Trust, 
Hackney Technology and Learning Centre 
1 Reading Lane 
London 
E8 1GQ 
Tel: 020 8820 7223 
Email: Stuart.Sands@learningtrust.co.uk 
 
 

 Name of person 
responding 
 
Interest in Lauriston Primary School (please tick boxes as appropriate) 
 
Pupil at the school     Parent of a child at the school 
 
Member of staff at the school    Governor at the school 
 
 
Other (please specify) ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Please comment on the proposals below, by Putting an X in the box that best reflects 
your views 
 

 Agree 
Strongly Agree No Opinion Disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
Expand 
Lauriston 
from one 
Form of Entry 
to two Forms 
of Entry 

     

Use the 
Morpeth 
Close site as 
part of the 
Decant 
Arrangements 

     

 
Please feel free to add further comments and contact details if you would like to 
be invited to further public meetings relating to this consultation and its outcomes 
in the box overleaf. 
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Please comment on the proposals outlined in the paper 
General Comments on Expansion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on Decant and Temporary Accommodation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact details if you wish to be invited to further public meetings on this consultation. 

Address:       

        

        
 
email:        
 
You may respond electronically, if you have access to the internet.  
Visit www.learningtrust.co.uk and look under Publications/ Consultations. 
 

Thank you for completing this response form
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Monitoring information 
Why do we collect this information? 
We have a legal duty to promote equality.  To help us we need to collect information on those 
who are using or would like to use our services.   

With up to date and accurate information we will be able to identify any possible discrimination or 
barriers to using our services (or obtaining information about our services) for different groups of 
people 

Collecting the information in advance will also help up to anticipate and avoid potential difficulties 
for some people and work to remove them before the difficulty arises. 

We will use the information you provide to identify ways we might achieve fewer barriers, greater 
equality, fairness and respect for all our service users, staff and members of the community. 

Data protection 
We comply with the principles of the Data Protection Act 1998. 

The information you provide is confidential and will not be used in ways that could identify any 
particular person by a third party. 

Please circle/tick your answers or make bold if you are completing the form electronically. 
1.Are you 
Male Female 

2. What is your ethnic group? 
Our ethnic background describes how we think of ourselves.  This may be based on many things 
such as language, ancestry, a shared history or religion.  Ethnic background is not necessarily 
the same as nationality or country of birth.  It is not possible to list all the ethnic groups but those 
listed below reflect the largest ethnic groups in Hackney. 
 
White 
British 
Irish 
Traveller of Irish heritage 
Gypsy Roma 
Turkish/Turkish Cypriot 
Kurdish 
Greek/Greek Cypriot 
White Eastern European 
White Western European 
Orthodox Jewish 
Charedi (Orthodox Jewish) 
Any other White background (Please specify) 
 
Mixed 
White and Black Caribbean 
White and Black African 
White and Asian 
Any other Mixed background (Please specify) 
 



 

8 

 
Asian or Asian British 
Indian 
Pakistani 
Bangladeshi 
Any other Asian background (Please specify) 
 
Black or Black British 
Caribbean 
African - Somali 
African - Congolese 
African - Nigerian 
African - Ghanaian 
Any other African or Black background (Please specify) 
 
Chinese or South East Asian/South East Asian British 
Chinese 
Vietnamese 
Any other South East Asian background (Please specify) 
 
Other Ethnic Group 
Please specify 
 

 
The definition of a disability according to the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 is: “A physical or 
mental impairment which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on a person’s ability to 
carry out normal day to day activities.”  (Long term in this definition is taken to mean more than 
12 months). 
 
3. Do you consider yourself to have a disability under the  

Disability Discrimination Act 2005? 

Yes No 

4. To help us classify our results, please circle or make bold the definition(s) below 
which best describe your impairment(s). 

Hearing 
Vision (Does not include people whose visual problems can be corrected by glasses/contact lenses) 
Mobility  
Speech  
Mental illness  
Learning difficulties  
Physical Co-ordination  
Reduced physical capacity (inability to lift, carry or otherwise move everyday objects, debilitating 
pain and lack of strength, breath, energy or stamina e.g. asthma, angina or diabetes) 
Severe disfigurement 
Long term illness (such as cancer, HIV, multiple sclerosis) 
Other disability please specify if you wish) 
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