Consultation on a
proposal to close Sebright

Language Resource Base

Consultation period
Monday 18" September to Friday 3" November 2006

www.learningtrust.co.uk the Iearning trust
the future for education in Hackney



If you would like to find out what this document says please put a tick in the box [J and
put your name, address and phone number at the bottom of this page and return it to
the address below.

Bu belgenin igeriginin agiklamasin istiyorsaniz Iuﬂen bu kutuyu O igaretieyin,
adinizi, adresinizi ve telefon numaranizi bu sayfanin altindaki bog yerlere yazin,
ve saylay! agagidaki adrese gdnderin. (Turkish)

Haddii aad jeceshahay in aad ogaato waxa warqadan laguugu sheegaayo,
Fadlan waxa aad calaamadisaa Sanduugan O oo waxa aad Magacaaga,

Adirayskaaga iyo Telifoon Lambarkaaga aad ku'qoriaa xagga hoose ee boggan,
00 ku soo celi markaa Adirayskan xagga hoose ku qoran. (Somali) |

MERBFER DR EAR - BEB TR OG—T. £45HT
ﬁﬁ?f/béﬁ@? iﬂmﬁ%%%ﬁ%%ﬂ—f'ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁt (Chmase)

N&u qui vi mudn tim hiéu tai liéu nay néi diéu gl xin ddnh ddu vao 6 O va
ghi tén, dia chi va s6 dién thoai clia qui vi vao cubi trang nay vi gfn vé dja
chi dudi diy. (Vietnamese)

a% vfece f& el |\E 7 =i I wefs Bt 519 we 903 W e
D fox frs| oo oreibe fes menm =, fam aw G s oy
feferfes freme (IS “PW| (Bengali) '

F e Wl &1 Y weud 8 4 [QN qlEdl F8dl §1a dl N30t sAA
sl O el s34 via Al Yletlall Biddl Ml olid, A6 A S[Esla
ddoe ANl Bal A 1A A 2alell S (Gujerati)

A gl wea vge 3 fa fev engeq &1 wfder 3 ot fagur gea y@ O few sta w3
w3 wuET L uFT 3 T dre fern B @ EB fag w3 fer $ sl v3 3 Tun 3w
f€€ | (Punjabi)

Si vous désirez connaitre le contenu de ce document, veuillez cocher la case O et indiquer votre
nom, adresse et numéro de téléphone au bas de cette page et la renvoyer a I’adresse indiquée ci-
dessous: (Frangais)

Si desea saber de lo que trata este documenta, ponga una senal en el
recusdro [] Yy escriba su nombre, direccion y numero de teléfono al final de
esta pagina y enviela a la direccién que se indica abgjo.  (Spanish)

2 A LOGNE Lr O P Seloi e P oniats sz kbl 1)
(Urdu) _ﬁgcd.u%_l;4:4£’é)§-.a.jzjlé‘f?L)‘J}/u};:l

Return to: Samantha George, School Place Planning Team
Hackney Technology & Learning Centre, 1 Reading Lane, E8 1GQ

Your Name (please print):
Address:

Tel:



Consultation on a proposal to close Sebright Language Resource
Base

What is this information about?

The Learning Trust wants to know your views on a proposal to close the Language Resource
Base for Nursery and Reception aged children with Specific Language Impairment at Sebright
School. Provision for children with Specific Language Impairment will be expanded and
developed at Sir Thomas Abney and Thomas Fairchild Schools. These schools will become
Resourced Schools for Specific Language Impairment.

Glossary

Specific Language Impairment is a language learning difficulty that has not been caused by
hearing or other developmental difficulties. It may affect speech, expressive language (talking)
and receptive language (comprehension).

A Language Resource Base enables children to develop their speech and/or language skills
in a group with other children with similar difficulties. Children spend a percentage of their time
in the base, but can access activities within the mainstream classroom if appropriate.

A Resourced School (language) supports children within a mainstream class individually and
in groups. Children are often withdrawn for additional support and/or therapy with specialist
staff. Children have the opportunity to socialise and learn from and alongside peers of differing
abilities.

Summary Information

Sebright Primary school is located in the south west of Hackney and caters for 420 pupils.
The school has a Language Resource Base and offers 22 places to children with Specific
Language Impairment from Nursery up to Reception only (age 3-6).

At the end of Reception, children from Sebright Language Resource Base either transfer to
another Language Resource Base such as Sir Thomas Abney or Thomas Fairchild
schools, or a mainstream school. However this transfer process has been difficult to
manage, as Year 1 places in these schools are usually filled when Sebright children are
due to transfer.

The Learning Trust therefore proposes that Sebright Language Resource Base is closed
from April 2007. Sir Thomas Abney and Thomas Fairchild schools will become Resourced
Schools. These schools will cater for children with Specific Language Impairment from
Nursery and Reception age and continue to cater for children from Years 1 to 6.




This is your opportunity to let us know what you think about the proposal. This paper contains:
1. an explanation of the proposal
2. aresponse form for you to complete and return to us, letting us know your views

3. details of meetings for staff, parents/carers and the wider community that will be arranged
to help the consultation

Please send your completed questionnaire to:

Samantha George

The Learning Trust

Hackney Technology and Learning Centre
1 Reading Lane

London

E8 1GQ

Or e-mail your comments or queries to:samantha.george@Iearningtrust.co.uk

If you have specific questions about the proposal please contact Elizabeth (Lizzie) Yauner
020 8820 7613. Email: elizabeth.yauner@learningtrust.co.uk

This document is also available online by visiting our website: www.learningtrust.co.uk

This stage of the consultation will close on Friday 3 November 2006.

This document will be provided in other languages or in large print upon request. A form is
included for anyone who would like the document translated into another language.

Hackney and The Learning Trust
The Learning Trust provides education services on behalf of Hackney Council. One of The

Learning Trust’s duties is to keep under review the demand for and quality of places in
Hackney schools for children with special educational needs.



Sebright Primary School Language Resource Base

Sebright Primary school is located in the south west of Hackney and caters for 420 pupils. The
school has a Language Resource Base and offers places to children with Specific Language
Impairment from Nursery up to Reception only (age 3-6). The Language Resource Base
admits up to 22 children and currently has 13 children on roll.

3 — 4 year olds 4 — 5 year olds 5 — 6 year olds
Nursery (1) Nursery (2) Reception
Sebright Language 3 3 7
Resource Base

January roll 2006

At the end of Reception children from Sebright Language Resource Base either transfer to
another school with a Language Resource Base that caters for children older than reception
age, or to a mainstream class with additional support. Where children transfer to, is dependant
upon their level of need and degree of language impairment.

For those children with severe speech and language impairment, transfer to Sir Thomas Abney
or Thomas Fairchild Language Resource Bases usually follows. These schools allow children
to continue from Year 1 through to Year 6. However, this transfer process has been difficult to
manage, as there are seldom Year 1 vacancies in these schools when Sebright children are
due to transfer.

Proposal for Consultation

Due to these transfer difficulties for children attending Sebright Language Resource Base, the
Learning Trust is proposing that the base is closed from April 2007. Sir Thomas Abney and
Thomas Fairchild schools will become Resourced Schools for pupils with Specific Language
Impairment and cater for children from Nursery to Year 6, instead of Language Resource
Bases for children from Years 1 to Year 6.

A Resourced School allows children with Specific Language Impairment to be supported in a
mainstream class with additional specialist input. The new Resourced Schools will allow
children with Specific Language Impairment to be fully included with their peer groups thus
giving positive language role models, and allow them to continue through to Year 6
uninterrupted.

The two new Resourced Schools will be ideally located; one in the north and the other in the
south of Hackney. The children and schools will be fully supported by specialist Language and
Communication staff from within The Inclusion Team at The Learning Trust.

Children currently on roll at Sebright Language Resource Base will be supported in a transfer
to one of the resourced schools, or other preferred school if appropriate.



Staffing issues

The closure of Sebright Language Base will start the formal redundancy process for all staff
working in the base. However it is expected that the staff from the base will be deployed into
the Inclusion Team’s SEN (special educational needs) & Intervention Team, supporting
schools and settings with children with Speech and Language Impairment. In the event that
redeployment does not occur, redundancy would have to be considered.

When would the proposals be implemented?

The Learning Trust is proposing to implement the proposals for changes at Sebright, Sir
Thomas Abney and Thomas Fairchild schools by April 2007.

Next steps and proposed timetable for the decision-making process

The Learning Trust welcomes views from all stakeholders on the proposal set out in this
paper. All views expressed during this consultation will be reported to and considered by the
Board of The Learning Trust. This is likely to be on 30 November 2006.

Date Action
Monday 18" September 2006 Consultation period including:
to e Circulation of consultation paper to
Friday 3" November 2006 stakeholders
o Meetings with key stakeholders
30 November 2006 The Board of the Learning Trust consider the
responses to the consultation.

If the Board agree to publish Statutory notices then

January 2007 Publication of statutory notices

(date to be confirmed)

Jan to Feb 2007 Statutory six week period for comments and

(date to be confirmed) objections to the proposals

Feb/March 2007 If there are no objections: If objections are received:

(date to be confirmed) The Board of the Learning The School Organisation
Trust meet to consider the Committee meets to consider
proposal the proposal




Consultation Meetings

The consultation will run from 18 September 2006 to 3 November 2006 and will include
meetings with key stakeholders. We will try to provide interpreters for additional languages at
meetings on prior request.

Audience Date Venue Time
Sebright and Thomas Fairchild | Monday 25 Sebright School 09:05 -11am
parents morning September 2006 | Audrey Street,

London E2 8QH
Sebright and Thomas Fairchild | Monday 2 Sebright School 3:35 - 5:30pm
parents afternoon October 2006 Audrey Street,

London E2 8QH
Sebright and Thomas Fairchild | Wednesday 4 Sebright School 5.30 - 7.00pm
parents evening October 2006 Audrey Street,

London E2 8QH
Sir Thomas Abney parents Monday 9 Sir Thomas Abney | 09:05 - 11am
morning October 2006 School

Fairholt Road,
London N16 5ED

Sir Thomas Abney parents Wednesday 11 | Sir Thomas Abney | 5.30 - 7pm
evening October 2006 School

Fairholt Road,
London N16 5ED

Meeting for the wider Wednesday 18 | The Learning Trust | 5.30 -7.00pm
community October 2006 1 Reading Lane
E8 1GQ

The meetings set out above will be arranged as a ‘drop-in’ where people can arrive at any time
within the hours advertised and speak individually to Learning Trust staff. Créche facilities will
be made available at the school upon prior request. Separate meetings will be arranged for
pupils at the school, the Governing Body, staff at the school and Trade Unions.



Consultation Response Form

Sebright Language Resource Base

Name of person

responding

Interest in:

Sebright Sir Thomas Abney Thomas Fairchild
Student at the school Member of staff at the school
Parent/Carer of a child at the school Governor at the school

Other (please specify)

Please comment on the proposal:

Proposal to close Sebright Language Resource Base from April 2007

Agree Disagree

Please comment on the proposal outlined in this paper (please continue on an
additional sheet if necessary)

You may respond electronically if you have access to the internet.
Visit www.learningtrust.co.uk and look under Publications/Consultations.

Thank you for completing this response form

Please return to Samantha George by 3 November 2006 at: The Learning Trust,
Hackney Technology and Learning Centre, 1 Reading Lane, London E8 1GQ.
Email: samantha.george@learningtrust.co.uk
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Who will be consulted?

We aim to consult with as many people and interested groups as possible including:

Students on roll at Sebright School

Parents and carers of children on roll at Sir Thomas Abney and Thomas
Fairchild Schools

Staff at Sebright, Sir Thomas Abney and Thomas Fairchild Schools

The Governing Body at Sebright, Sir Thomas Abney and Thomas Fairchild
Schools

Primary schools within a 2 mile radius of Sebright School
Headteachers and Chairs of Governors of all Hackney Schools
Trade Unions

Hackney School Governors Association (HASGA)

Neighbouring LEAs including Haringey, Waltham Forest, Tower Hamlets,
Newham, Corporation of London, Brent, Barking & Dagenham, Camden

Hackney Councillors

Hackney Council including: Social services LAC & Education Team
Hackney MPs

City & Hackney Primary Care Trust

Local community groups and business partners

London Diocesan Board

Diocese of Westminster

Interlink network



The Learning Trust Monitoring Form

Monitoring equality information in our consultation process is important in our work to promote
equality. The information you provide will help us to build on successful actions, identify the
needs of those experiencing inequality and help us to decide where to target our resources.

This information will not be used in a way which allows individuals to be identified.
The categories we use are similar to those used in schools. We comply with the Data
Protection Act 1998. We are aware of the sensitive nature of this information and assure you

that it will not be used for any other purpose.

We would therefore ask you to help us by completing this monitoring form and returning it with
your consultation response form.

Main Extended category Please tick v/
category
White White British
Any Other White background
Mixed White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African
White and Asian
Any Other Mixed Background

Asian Indian

Pakistani
Bangladeshi
Asian British

Any Other Asian Background

Black Caribbean

African

Black British

Any Other Black Background

Chinese Chinese

Any other Kurdish

ethnic group Vietnamese
Orthodox Jewish

Turkish/Turkish Cypriot
Greek/Greek Cypriot
Irish

Any Other Ethnic Group

Religion




