Frequently Asked Questions

What type of qualification is a Diploma?
Diplomas are a completely new way of studying which changes the emphasis onto future employability skills.  Students learn about a wide range of career opportunities within the Diploma sector.

Are Diplomas equivalent to doing GCSEs/A levels?
Diplomas can be studied at 3 levels, Foundation which is equivalent to 5 GCSEs grades D-G, Higher equivalent to 7 GCSEs A*-C and Advanced equivalent to 3.5 A levels grades A*-E.

Will I learn a trade taking a Diploma?
A Diploma will provide you with lots of information about careers in its subject area but not provide you with practical skills. If you are interested in learning a trade you should take a BTEC as part of your Diploma.

Do I need to be good at English & Maths to do a Diploma?
To pass a Diploma you will need to pass tests in Maths, English and ICT. These are called Functional Skills. If you are studying a Higher Diploma (equivalent to 7 GCSEs grades A*-C) you will need to pass Functional Skills at Level 2 which is of a roughly equivalent level to a GCSE in these subjects. Eventually Functional Skills will form part of the GCSE.

Can I go to University if I’ve done a Diploma?
Yes, Diplomas have been awarded UCAS points equivalent to 3.5 A levels (grade A*-E) which makes them a good route into University. However, some courses or Universities may also require an additional AS or A level such as Maths.

How do Diplomas differ from other qualifications?
Diplomas cover a much broader range of topics than other qualifications. Although focused on a particular employment sector they are less practical than vocational qualifications like BTECs. Students also develop knowledge about careers and progression routes within the Diploma sector.

Will taking a Diploma limit my future choices?
Diplomas are designed to develop skills that would be useful to any career not just in the Diploma sector you are studying. After studying a Higher Diploma you could choose to do an Advanced Diploma in a different sector, or take AS and A levels.

What do Employers think of Diplomas?
Employers were fully involved in the creation of these qualifications and continue to be involved in their development. It was the needs of industry both in the UK and worldwide that prompted the introduction of these qualifications.

If you have any other questions please email 14-19@teams.learningtrust.co.uk or call 0208 820 7310
