Mossbourne Community Academy

DETERMINED ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ADMISSION OF PUPILS TO MOSSBOURNE COMMUNITY ACADEMY· 2011/12 

PROCESS OF APPLICATION

.
The Mossbourne Community Academy will take part in the Learning Trust's  co-ordinated admissions scheme and will use the following timetable for applications each year (exact dates within the months may vary from year to year) agreed by the Learning Trust intended to secure a co-ordinated approach to admissions for parents/carers and pupils:

a. 
September: the Academy will publish in its prospectus, information

about the arrangements for admission the following September (eg in September 2010 for admission in September 2011), including criteria for dealing with over-subscription. This will include details of open evenings and other opportunities for prospective pupils and their parents to visit the Academy. The Academy will also provide information to the Learning Trust for inclusion in the composite prospectus, as required;

b. 
September: the Academy will hold open evenings/ opportunities 

for parents to visit the Academy;

c.
October: closing date for application forms to be returned;

d. 
November: applications considered as part of the Learning Trust's coordinated admission arrangements.

e. December - January: applications considered by the Academy and a list of applications ranked in accordance with the Academy's

oversubscription criteria sent to the Learning Trust;

f. March: - offers of places notified in writing to parents by the Learning Trust.

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

 
The Academy will consider all applications for places. Where fewer than 200 applications are received, the Academy will offer places to all those who have applied.

    . Notwithstanding the above paragraph, the Academy may refuse Admission to particular applicants in cases where fewer than the published admission number have applied. The ability to refuse applications applies to applicants who have been permanently excluded from two or more other schools and the ability to refuse admission runs for a period of two years from the date of the last exclusion. One of the exclusions must have occurred after 1 September 1997. Exclusions that took place before the child concerned reached compulsory school age do not count for this purpose.

 
The Academy may also refuse admission to pupils (other than in the

normal year of entry) in the specific and limited circumstances described in Paragraph 3.32 of the Schools Admissions Code (Feb 2010). In all the circumstances described in this clause, however, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit such a pupil and that direction shall be binding on the Academy.

PROCEDURE FOR ALLOCATING PLACES, INCLUDING DEALING WITH OVER-SUBSCRIPTION. 

All children applying for a place at the Academy will sit the GL Assessments Verbal and Non-Verbal reasoning test for the purpose of placing them into one of four ability bands.  Each band will contain 25% of the children applying to the school.  Children with statements of special educational need and children in public care (see below) who do not take the test will be allocated to the appropriate band on the basis of an alternative appropriate assessment.  

The Academy will offer 60% of the places in each band to the pupils who live inside the inner zone, defined as living at an address located within 1000 metres of the front gate of the school measured in a straight line.  40% of the places in each band will be allocated to pupils living outside of this.  Pupils with statements of special educational need for whom the Academy is named on the statement are admitted ahead of other applicants but will be included in the band allocation for the zone in which they live.    

Note 1:   Children cannot fail the GL assessment tests and therefore any request to re-sit the test will be refused.  

Note 2:  A computerised GIS system will be used to measure distances.  The Academy is unable to undertake measurements for individual parents by request.  

If there are more applicants than places available in the inner zone places will be offered in the following order: 

I

Children in public care 

II
Children with a brother or sister on roll at the Academy in years 7 to 11 at the  time of the proposed admission;*

III

Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a 

place at the Academy;**

IV

Children living closest to the Academy, measured in a 

straight  line from the home address to the front gates of the Academy.

Note 1: 
If in any Band there are fewer than the required number of

applicants from within the inner zone, all pupils will be offered a place and the remaining places will be offered to pupils living outside this area. If a band is still undersubscribed, all children falling into that band will be admitted and places will be filled from unallocated applicants from the next nearest band taking a child first from the lower Band and then from the higher Band in turn.

Note 2: 
Applicants with special educational needs but without a

statement will receive equal consideration with other applicants.

If there are more applicants than places available outside of the inner zone places will be offered in the following order: 

I. Children in public care. 

II
Children with a brother or sister on roll at the Academy in years 7 to 11 at the time of the proposed admission*

III. 

Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a 

place at the Academy; **

IV. 
Children whose nearest, alternative, non-denomination, mixed 
secondary school, in the borough in which they live,  is the furthest as measured in a straight line from their home address.

Note 1: 
The nearest alternative secondary school is defined as the school closest to the applicant's home address in the borough in which they live, where the school is maintained, nondenominational, co-educational and not wholly selective. This excludes independent schools (other than Academies), church and other faith schools, single-sex schools and grammar schools.

Note 2: 
If in any Band there are fewer than the required number 

from outside the inner zone, then all pupils will be offered a place and the remaining places offered to pupils who live in the inner zone.  If a band is still undersubscribed, all children falling into that band will be admitted and places will be filled from unallocated applicants from the next nearest band taking a child first from the lower Band and then from the higher Band in turn.    

OPERATION OF WAITING LIST: 

If the Academy is oversubscribed, unsuccessful applicants will be placed on a banded waiting list.  The waiting list is maintained until the 31st August.  A new waiting list will be started on the 1st September in accordance with the midterm criteria set out below.  

Midterm Admissions

The Academy will work in partnership with the other secondary schools in the Borough in dealing with mid-term admissions. It will participate in the arrangements published by the Local Authority, which provide for the allocation of places in line with the Academy's admissions policy and the maintenance of a waiting list of pupils applying to the Academy, should no vacancies be available at the time of application.

In September, waiting lists per Band group will be merged and pupils'

position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the over-subscription criteria as described below. Midterm applicants are not required to take the Banding test and will be placed automatically on a waiting list if a place can not be offered. Pupils will be prioritised in the following order:

1.
Children in public care

2.
Children with brothers and sisters on the roll at the Academy in years 7 to 11  at the time of the proposed admission

3. 
Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a place at the Academy 

4a. 
Children living within 1,000metres - closest to the Academy, measured in a straight line from the home address to the front gates of the Academy.

Or

4b. 
Children living further than 1,000metres - whose nearest, alternative, non-denomination, mixed secondary school in the borough in which they live is the furthest as measured in a straight line from the home address to the front gates of the Academy.

.

Places will be offered to pupils under 4a and 4b on an alternated basis

ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADMITING PUPILS TO OTHER YEAR GROUPS, INCLUDING REPLACING PUPILS WHO HAVE LEFT THE ACADEMY, AND FOR MID-TERM ADMISSIONS

     The Academy will admit pupils in each year group up to the

agreed admissions number , subject to there being vacancies, and subject to the provisions of clauses 15 and 16 of this policy in respect of the operation of a waiting List.

 Applicants applying outside the normal admissions period will be considered in    accordance with the oversubscription criteria described above.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADMISSION OF PUPILS AS THE ACADEMY BUILDS TO ITS FULL CAPACITY.

      The Academy has already admitted pupils to Year 7,8,9, 10 and 11 

and that means it will admit up to the agreed admission number in  subsequent years. A maximum of 200 pupils will then be admitted to Year 7 in each subsequent year.

* Brothers and sisters must live at the same address as the child for whom

the application is being made. This includes half brothers and sisters, step

brothers and sisters and foster brothers and sisters who live at the same

address.

**The Academy will make decision on such cases and will seek, if necessary,

advice from the Health Service. These cases will always require supporting

professional evidence, which has to demonstrate why the child should be

given a place at the Academy rather than any other school and it is the

responsibility of the parent to produce the evidence.

