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Cardinal Pole School 

 Admission Arrangements 2009/10

Cardinal Pole R.C School is a co-educational school.   Places will only be offered to children who are able to benefit from and contribute to the religious atmosphere of the school.

All children who apply for a place will sit the NFER Non-Verbal and Verbal Reasoning Tests.  The tests will last for approximately two hours.  The school may seek other evidence of the child’s academic ability if (for acceptable reasons) the child is not able to take the verbal and non-verbal reasoning test.    

Note: Children cannot fail the NFER Tests and therefore any request to re-sit tests will be refused.

Applications from pupils will be placed in four ability bands of equal size, i.e. four bands of 25% of applicants each.  If in any band there are more applicants than places available; or when the number of applicants exceeds the admission number, offers of places are made using the following criteria in order of priority:

1. Catholic “looked after” children   
2. Catholic children whose acute medical or social need* justifies a place at the school
3. Baptised Catholic children from practising Roman Catholic families whose applications are supported by the Parish Priest
4. Other baptised Catholic children from Roman Catholic families who can show no evidence of current religious practice   

5. Other “looked after” children

6. Other children whose acute medical or social need* justifies a place at the school

7. Baptised children of Eastern/Orthodox Churches whose applications is supported by their priest

8. Baptised children from Christian families where there is evidence that the family seek a Catholic education for their child and where the application is supported by a reference from a recognised Minister of Religion

9. Baptised children from non-Christian families where there is evidence that the family seek a Catholic education for their child and where the application is supported by a reference from a recognised Minister of Religion.  

          .           
Tiebreaker:

In the event of there being insufficient vacancies to admit all applicants in any of the categories detailed above, priority will be given to children for whom the school (Victoria Park Road site) is the nearest secondary school to their home address.

.   *To demonstrate exceptional social or medical need, which can be most appropriately met at this school, the Governing Body will normally require written evidence from an appropriate professional e.g. doctor, priest at the time of application.

The school maintains a waiting list, ranked according to the published criteria, and places will be offered as and when vacancies occur.

Applications lodged outside the normal admission arrangements will be considered in accordance with the above criteria without reference to banding.
The school maintains a waiting list, ranked according to the published criteria, and places will be offered as and when vacancies occur.

Applications lodged outside the normal admission arrangements will be considered in accordance with the published criteria.

Priest’s reference and supplementary information

The School will provide each applicant with a Priest’s reference  form that must be completed and returned to the School by the date specified on the form.

Applicants must provide the School with the originals of the child’s birth and baptismal certificates. If neither one nor both of these certificates exist applicants should indicate in writing the reasons for this being the case.

Interpretation of terms used in the Admissions Policy and Oversubscription Criteria

	Applicants
	The parents and/or legal guardians submitting an application for a place on behalf of a child.

	Practising Catholics 
	Families who regularly attend Sunday Mass (this includes attendance at Saturday evening Mass).The Governing Body will expect this practice to be verified by reference from a priest 

	Catholic
	A person who is a member of a Church in full communion with the see of Rome. This includes catechumens and members of the Eastern Christian Churches. For the purposes of this Policy it also includes a “looked after” child who is in the process of adoption by a “Catholic family”.  This will normally be evidenced by a certificate of baptism in a Catholic Church.   

	Looked after children
	Children in the care of the Local Authority or provided with accommodation by them e.g. children with foster parents (see section 22 of The Children’s Act 1989)

	Family
	Those individuals who live at the residential address of the parents and/or legal guardians who are submitting an application for a place on behalf of a child.

	“Regularly attend”
	Families who attend Sunday Mass more often than not.

	Christian
	A member of one of the Churches that is a member of  “Churches Together in Great Britain and Ireland”


