Mossbourne Community Academy

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ADMISSION OF PUPILS TO THE MOSSBOURNE COMMUNITY ACADEMY· 2009/10
INTRODUCTION

1. This document forms part of the Funding Agreement between Mossbourne Community Academy and the Secretary of State and sets out the admission arrangements for the Academy. Any changes to the arrangements set out in this document, with the exception of setting a published admission number higher than the agreed admission number for a specific year, must be approved in advance by the Secretary of State for Education and Skills.

2. For the purposes of this Annex, references in admission law and in the statutory Codes of Practice to admission authorities shall be deemed to be references to the Governing Body of Mossbourne Community Academy. 

3. The Mossbourne Community Academy will be required to participate in the local Admissions Forum and will have regard to the advice of the Admissions Forum in respect of admissions arrangements.

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS APPROVED BY SECRETARY OF STATE

4. 
The admission arrangements for Mossbourne Community Academy for the academic year 2009/10 and, subject to any changes approved by the Secretary of State, for subsequent years are:

a. the Academy has an agreed admission number of 180 pupils. The 

Academy will accordingly admit at least 180 pupils in the relevant 
age group each year if sufficient applications are received;

b. the Academy may set a higher admission number as its published 

admission number for any specific year. Before setting an 
admission number higher than its agreed admission number, the 
Academy will consult those listed at clauses 22 and 23 below. 
Pupils will not be admitted above the published admission number 
unless exceptional circumstances apply and such circumstances 
shall be reported to the Secretary of State.

PROCESS OF APPLICATION

5.
The Mossbourne Community Academy will take part in the Learning Trust's  co-ordinated admissions scheme and will use the following timetable for applications each year (exact dates within the months may vary from year to year) agreed by the Learning Trust intended to secure a co-ordinated approach to admissions for parents/carers and pupils:

a. 
September: the Academy will publish in its prospectus, information

about the arrangements for admission the following September (eg in September 2008 for admission in September 2009), including criteria for dealing with over-subscription. This will include details of open evenings and other opportunities for prospective pupils and their parents to visit the Academy. The Academy will also provide information to the Learning Trust for inclusion in the composite prospectus, as required;
b. 
September: the Academy will hold open evenings/ opportunities 
for parents to visit the Academy;

c.
October: closing date for application forms to be returned;

d. 
November: applications considered as part of the Learning Trust's coordinated admission arrangements.

e. December - January: applications considered by the Academy and a list of applications ranked in accordance with the Academy's
oversubscription criteria sent to the Learning Trust;

f. March: - offers of places notified in writing to parents by the Learning Trust.

CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS

6. 
The Academy will consider all applications for places. Where fewer than 180 applications are received, the Academy will offer places to all those who have applied.

7. Notwithstanding Paragraph 6 above, the Academy may refuse 

Admission to particular applicants in cases where fewer than the 
published admission number have applied. The ability to refuse 
applications applies to applicants who have been permanently 
excluded from two or more other schools and the ability to refuse 
admission runs for a period of two years from the date of the last 
exclusion. One of the exclusions must have occurred after 1 
September 1997. Exclusions that took place before the 

child concerned reached compulsory school age do not count for this

purpose.

8. 
The Academy may also refuse admission to pupils (other than in the

normal year of entry) in the specific and limited circumstances described in Paragraph 3.13 of the Schools Admissions Code. In all the circumstances described in this clause, however, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to admit such a pupil and that direction shall be binding on the Academy.

PROCEDURE FOR ALLOCATING PLACES, INCLUDING DEALING WITH OVER·SUBSCRIPTION

9. 
After the admission of children with special educational needs where Mossbourne Community Academy is named on the statement, the initial allocation of places at the Academy will be made on the basis, and in the order, set out below:

a. 
Children in public care, irrespective of the use of Banding arrangements  set out below:

b. 
Through the use of Banding, which will apply to all applicants to the

      Academy as set out in Clauses 10 to 13. Pupils with statements of special educational need and those gaining a place under criteria  9 a) will be allocated to the appropriate Band, if they do not take the test on the basis of the primary Headteacher’s assessment. The purpose of Banding is to create a comprehensive intake to the Academy and all students will be allocated one of four ability Bands of equal size, ie four Bands with 25% of applicants in each.

10.
The Academy will normally offer 60% of the places remaining after the

application of the criteria in Clause 9 a) and b) to local pupils who live

inside the local catchment area, defined as living at an address located

within 1,000 metres from the front gate of the school measured in a

straight line and 40% of places remaining after the application of the

criteria in Clause 9 a) and b) to pupils living outside this catchment area.

11. All children without a Statement of Special Educational Needs who apply for a place will sit the NFER Non-Verbal and Verbal Reasoning Tests for the purpose of Banding as described in clause 9 c). The tests will last for up to three hours and will be held at a time and venue to be determined in the Autumn Term each year. Apart from children with statements of SEN and looked after children, children who do not sit the test will only be considered after those who sit the test.

Note:
Children cannot fail the NFER Tests and therefore any request to re-sit Tests will be refused.

12. Applications from pupils inside the local catchment area will be placed in to four ability Bands of equal size, ie four Bands of 25% of applicants each. If in any Band there are more applicants than places available, then pupils will be offered places in the following order:

I. Children with brothers and sisters on the roll at the school at 
the  time of the admission;*
II. Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a 
place at the Academy;**
III. Children living closest to the Academy, measured in a 
straight  line from the home address to the post code of the 
Academy.

Note 1: 
If in any Band there are fewer than the required number of

applicants from within the local catchment area, all pupils will be offered a place and the remaining places will be offered to pupils living outside the catchment area as provided for in Clause 13.

Note 2: 
Applicants with special educational needs but without a

statement will receive equal consideration with other applicants.

13. Applications from pupils outside the local catchment area will be 

placed into four ability Bands of equal size, ie four Bands of 25% of 
applicants each. If in any Band there are more applicants than places from pupils living outside the local catchment area, then pupils will be offered places in the following order:

I. Children with brothers and sisters on the roll at the school at

the time of the admission;*
II. 

Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a 
place at the Academy; **
III. 

Children whose nearest, alternative, non-denomination, 
mixed 
secondary school, in the borough in which they live,  is the furthest as measured in a straight line from their home address.

Note 1: 
The nearest alternative secondary school is defined as the school closest to the applicant's home address, where the school is maintained, nondenominational, co-educational and not wholly selective. This excludes independent schools (other than Academies), church and other faith schools, single-sex schools and grammar schools.

Note 2: 
If in any Band there are fewer than the required number 
from outside the catchment area, then all pupils will be offered a place and the remaining places offered to pupils who live inside the catchment area.
Note 3: 
Applicants with special educational needs but without a

statement will receive equal consideration with other applicants.
General notes to Clauses 10 to 13:
Note 1: 
A computerised GIS system will be used to measure distances. The Academy will not undertake measurements for individual parents by request.
OPERATION OF WAITING LISTS
14. If the Academy is oversubscribed, unsuccessful applicants will be 
placed on a waiting list. The waiting list is maintained until the end 
of the summer term of that academic year. A new waiting list will be 
started in the following September.
Midterm Admissions

15. The Academy will work in partnership with the other secondary 
schools in the Borough in dealing with mid-term admissions. It will 
participate in the arrangements published by the Local Authority, which 
provide for the allocation of places in line with the Academy's 
admissions policy and the maintenance of a waiting list of pupils 
applying to the Academy, should no vacancies be available at the time 
of application.

16. In September, waiting lists per Band group will be merged and pupils'

position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the over-subscription criteria as described below. Midterm applicants are not required to take the Banding test and will be placed automatically on a waiting list if a place can not be offered. Pupils will be prioritised in the following order:
1.
Children in public care

2.
Children with brothers and sisters on the roll at the school at the time of the admission
3. 
Children whose acute medical or social need justifies a place at the Academy 

4a. 
Children living within 1,000metres - closest to the Academy, measured in a straight line from the home address to the post code of the Academy.

Or

4b. 
Children living further than 1,000metres - whose nearest, alternative, non-denomination, mixed secondary school is the furthest as measured in a straight line from the home address.

Places will be offered to pupils under 4a and 4b on an alternated basis

ARRANGEMENTS FOR APPEALS PANELS

17. Parents/carers who do not obtain a place for their child have the right 
to appeal to an independent Appeal Panel under the procedure set in 
the School Admission Appeals Code of Practice. The decision of the 
Appeal Panel must be implemented by the Academy.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADMITING PUPILS TO OTHER YEAR GROUPS, INCLUDING REPLACING PUPILS WHO HAVE LEFT THE ACADEMY, AND FOR MID-TERM ADMISSIONS

18. The Academy will only admit pupils to year groups to  which it has 
already admitted pupils. (For example, from September 2008, there will be admissions to Years 7 8, 9, 10 and 11.)

19. Thereafter, the Academy will admit pupils in each year group up to the

agreed admissions number of 180, subject to there being vacancies, and subject to the provisions of clauses 15 and 16 of this policy in respect of the operation of a waiting List.

20. Applicants applying to Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 outside the normal  

Admission period will be considered in accordance with the 
oversubscription criteria described above.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADMISSION OF PUPILS AS THE ACADEMY BUILDS TO ITS FULL CAPACITY.

21. The Academy has already admitted pupils to Year 7,8,9, 10 and 11 

and that means it will admit a maximum180 pupils in subsequent years. A maximum of 180 pupils will then be admitted to Year 7 in each subsequent year.

ANNUAL PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

CONSULTATION

22. The Academy shall consult each year on its proposed admission
arrangements. The Academy will take part in the local Admissions 
Forum for the area.
23. The Academy must consult by 1 March in each year:
a) 
Hackney LA (the Learning Trust);

b) 
The admission forum for the area;

c) 
Neighbouring LAs (Islington, Haringey, Waltham Forest, Newham, Tower Hamlets, City of London)

d) 
Any other admission authorities for maintained primary and secondary schools in the 'relevant area' for consultation, set by the LA for each own admission authority school in its area, in addition to any CTCs or academies within the relevant area.

f) 
Admission authorities in neighbouring LA areas.

DETERMINATION AND PUBLICATION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

24. Following consultation, the Academy must consider comments made
By those consulted. The Academy shall then determine its admission

arrangements by 15 April of the relevant year and notify those consulted what has been determined by sending them a copy of the finally determined admissions arrangements within 14 days of determination.

PUBLICATION OF ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

25. The Academy will publish its admission arrangements each year once

these have been determined, by providing copies:
a) to Primary, Special and Secondary Schools in Hackney LA;

b) in the offices of Hackney LA;

c) copies being made available without charge on request from the

Academy;

d) to public libraries in the area of Hackney LA for the purposes of being made available at such libraries for reference by parents and other persons.

26. The Academy may - if Hackney LA agrees - be considered to have
discharged this requirement by arranging with the LA for the LA to publish this information on its behalf. The Academy shall provide the LA with information for the composite prospectus.

27. The published arrangements will set out:
a) the name and address of the Academy and contact details;

b) a summary of the admissions policy, including criteria for dealing with over-subscription;

c) numbers of places and applications for those places in the previous

year; d) arrangements for hearing appeals (consistent with the provisions of the statutory Code of Practice on School Admission Appeals as it applies to foundation and voluntary aided schools).

REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS
28. Where other admission authorities in the relevant area make
representations to the Academy about its admission arrangements, the

Academy will consider such representations. Where the Academy and the statutory consultees at paragraph 23 cannot reach agreement, those statutory consultees may, within 6 weeks of the date the arrangements are determined in accordance with paragraph 24, make representations to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State will consider the representation and in so doing will consult the Academy. Where the Secretary of State judges it appropriate, the Secretary of State may direct the Academy to amend its admission arrangements.
30. Other admission authorities in the relevant area have the right to ask 
The Academy to increase its proposed published admissions number for any year. Where such a request is made, but agreement cannot be reached locally, an admission authority may ask the Secretary of State to direct the Academy to increase its proposed published admissions number. The Secretary of State will consult the Academy and will then determine the published admission number.
29. The Secretary of State may direct changes to the Academy's 
Proposed admission arrangements where this is necessary to provide for those arrangements to be consistent with the provisions of admission law and the Statutory Code of Practice as they relate to maintained Schools.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS BY ACADEMY AFTER ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED
30. Once the admission arrangements have been determined and 
published, the Academy should propose changes only if there is a major change of circumstances. In such cases, the Academy must consult those consulted under Clauses 22 and 23 above and must then apply to the Secretary of State setting out:
a) the proposed changes;

b) reasons for wishing to make such changes;

c) any comments or objections from those entitled to object.
NEED TO SECURE SECRETARY OF STATE'S APPROVAL FOR CHANGES TO ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS
31. The Secretary of State will, usually, consider applications from the
Academy to change its admission arrangements only when the Academy has consulted on the proposed changes as outlined at Clauses 22 and 23 above.

32. Where the Academy has consulted on proposed changes and there

have been no objections from other admissions authorities the Academy must still secure the agreement of the Secretary of State before any such changes can be implemented. The Academy must seek the Secretary of State's approval in writing, setting out the reasons for the proposed changes and passing to him any comments or objections from other admission authorities/other persons.
33. The Secretary of State can approve, modify or reject proposals from 
an Academy to change its admission arrangements.
34. Records of applications and admissions shall be kept by the Academy 
for a minimum period of ten years and shall be open for inspection by the Secretary of State. 

* Brothers and sisters must live at the same address as the child for whom

the application is being made. This includes half brothers and sisters, step

brothers and sisters and foster brothers and sisters who live at the same

address.

**The Academy will make decision on such cases and will seek, if necessary,

advice from the Health Service. These cases will always require supporting

professional evidence, which has to demonstrate why the child should be

given a place at the Academy rather than any other school and it is the

responsibility of the parent to produce the evidence.
