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Children and Young People’s Services 
Looked After Children Education Team : Newsletter
September 2007
the Lac education awards ceremony

The LAC Education Awards Ceremony is planned to take place at the Hackney Round Chapel on October the 17th between 2pm and 5pm. It still is not too late to nominate child or young person. Nominations can be for any achievements or improvements you have noticed, examples could include such areas as improved attendance, behaviour or punctuality and achieving a target grade. If you need a nomination form please contact us so that we can forward one to you.   
AFTER SCHOOL HOMEWORK CLUB
The Summer Holiday Workshop, run by the Hackney LAC Education Team was again a success especially when measured by the learning achieved and the enjoyment of both staff and participants. Young people were involved in subject revision and fun activities such as quizzes as well as having access to the internet and having lunch provided. There were also outings which included bowling and a visit to Thorpe Park where the more daring boarded the Colossus Roller Coaster. 

Hopefully the After School Club will be just as successful during term time. This will start on Tuesday the 11th of September.
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Every Tuesday and Thursday @ 3.30pm to 5.30pm
2nd Floor

Alfred Heath Centre

186 Homerton High Street, London E8 6AG

care matters: TIME FOR CHANGE
In June the Care Matters White Paper, Time for Change was published. The Paper addresses many aspects of the care system. Chapter Four, Delivering a First Class Education looks at ways that the education of Children in Care can be improved. High quality early years provision will be made a priority. Social workers will be expected to work with the carer and the local authority to obtain a child care place for all three to five year olds.
 The role of Designated Teacher for Looked After Children will be put on a statutory footing. The role will also come with statutory guidance and training. This is to ensure that Designated Teachers have more clout within the school and are able to make sure that every thing is in place for the education of any Children in Care in that school. 
It is pointed out that Looked After Children are much more likely to be in poorer performing schools than their peers. To enable Children in Care to attend the best schools, under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 local authorities have been granted the power to instruct schools to accept the admission of Looked After Children even if they are over subscribed. 
There has been discussion, in the media and elsewhere, in the last year or so of using boarding schools for Children in Care. There is a belief that they provide stability and help children develop both academically and socially by encouraging them to become involved in a broad range of activities. At present there are a number of pilots running where Looked After Children are placed in boarding schools. The Paper outlines that the government will encourage access for those who could benefit from a boarding school education.  
The importance of stability of educational placements is highlighted in this paper. Children in care are too often moved disrupting further an education that is often already affected by other issues associated with being in care. Only 65% of Looked After Children have been in a single placement for more than two years. It has been shown that students who move schools during Key Stage 4 attain one or two grades lower in their GCSE results. 

 Legislation will be introduced that requires that a child’s education can not be disrupted as a result of care planning decisions, it will also have a specific clause that stops students being moved during Year 10 and 11, while they are completing their GCSEs, except in exceptional circumstances.
As part of our work in the Hackney LAC Education Team we come across schools that have difficulty with Looked After Children who are not coping working in a mainstream classroom without one to one support. There may be problems with their behaviour, attention and social skills. This White Paper outlines the fact that more than one billion pounds has been allocated for personalised learning to be used for small group and one to one work. So it is important that Looked After Children, who are particularly vulnerable to falling behind are targeted by Head and Designated teachers with this funding. As well from 2008 every child in care, who is failing to reach the expected level of attainment   will receive £500. This will also be used to help with their education and for their developmental needs.
The White Paper also addresses Further Education, talking generally, about government changes and the new diplomas on offer for 14 to 19 year olds. It also makes the point that at present Looked after Children who are in further education do not receive much support, as they do in school. With this in mind the proposal is to pilot programmes of pastoral support. As well as this the White Paper proposes that children in care, like their none Looked After peers do, can have more say over when they leave care, giving them more support if they study when older. They will also be given access to a Personal Advisor until they are twenty-five.  
Children in Care are much more likely to be excluded than their peers. The Hackney LAC Education Team comes across children who during the year are on the verge of exclusion  or are in fact excluded. There was one case where the social worker and our selves were in regular contact with the school and we managed to work together with the school to make a managed move to a place where the provision was more appropriate to that     child ‘s needs. As a result that child’s behaviour and learning improved. In September, this year, revised statutory guidance on exclusions will come into force. It will make clear that exclusions are only to be used as a last resort. Schools and local authorities will be expected to work together to find alternative provision. 
The White Paper also makes mention of a new post that is to be introduced into local authorities known as the Virtual Head who will oversee the education of Looked after Children, both in and out of authority. This position was first trialled in Liverpool. The government is now funding pilots of this position in eleven local authorities with the intention of extending it to all local authorities. Apart from the eleven pilots there are also other local authorities that are going ahead. In fact here in Hackney we have appointed our own Virtual Head Teacher, Rosemary Marsden, who started in her role in September. The role of Virtual Head should carry more influence and enable actions to be carried out across schools and local authorities to improve attainment. 
Looked After Children : The Facts
Children in care:
· 60,300 children in care as at March 2006 and 62% were aged 10 and over 

· 70% of children in care live in foster care and 11% in residential homes/units 

· 63% of children in care are there as a result of abuse and/or neglect 

· 65% of children who had been in care for over 2 and a half years, had been in the same placement for 2 years or more 

· 23% of children in care are in placements outside their local authority area 

Education:
· 27% LAC of school age have a Statement of SEN (compared with 3% of all school children) 

· In 2005, 7% LAC achieved five good GCSE’s (compared with 54% of children generally) 

· At the age of 19 years, 19% of care leavers are in further education and 6% in higher education 

Health:
· 45% of LAC have some form of mental illness compared with 10% of the general under 18 population. 

· One third of LAC have self harmed since 15 years 

· 45% LAC AGED 5- 17 years had a mental disorder (compared with 11% of all children) 

Leaving Care:
· 30% of care leavers are not in education, employment or training (compared with 13% of all young people) 

· 41% of LAC leave care at 16 or 17 years (young people from “stable” homes tend to leave home in mid twenties) 

· 43% of care leavers aged 19 years live independently and 17% live in supported accommodation 

Outcomes:
· Young women aged 15-17 years who have been in care are 3 times more likely than 15-17 year olds generally to become teenage mothers 

· 27% of adult prisoners have been in care (compared to 2% of the whole population) 

· 46% of children in prison are or have been in care 

· Between a quarter and a third of rough sleepers have been looked after as children 

Sources of information include:

Children Looked After in England 2005-6 DFES

NCH

Holmes and Gibbs 2004 In Safe Hands, Community Care

SEU 2003 report – A better education for children in care

(Taken from LFYP and Matrix Chambers Discussion Event – Paper)
personal education plans

PEP s have been revised for the new school year with new parts added. It was felt that carers should be given their own section of the PEP to complete to encourage them to be more involved with the education of the children in their care.  They will to comment on their view of the child’s progress in school, how they support the child’s education, and to note any concerns they may have. An extra part for Key Stage 3 has also been added, where as before it was included in Key Stage 1 and 2. At first glance the Hackney PEP form can look daunting because of the number of different parts. However if the right parts are completed according to the child’s age and the social worker, school, young person and carer complete their parts before the meeting, things should run smoothly. The meeting should be used to review the various parts of the PEP that have already been completed, review old targets and set new ones in Part 4 of the PEP form.
CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have any questions of our team or you want to discuss a particular young person with us you can contact us at 

The Education Team – Looked After Children

2nd Floor, 205 Morning Lane

London E9 6JX

Tel.    02083567297
Fax.   02083563622

Email  Debra.Simper@hackney.gov.uk






