Resources for Special Educational Needs

Resources for Special Educational Needs

Funding Provided by The Learning Trust

For Pupils with Statements

At the beginning of each financial year, money is delegated to schools through the fair funding formula to match the needs of each pupil on roll who has a statement of SEN.  The method for delegation varies between primary and secondary schools.  

For primary schools, money is only delegated so that schools can purchase statemented support provided by Learning Support Assistants.  Where a pupil has needs that require a Learning Support Teacher, the Learning Support Service provides that teacher.  For example, if a pupil’s statemented support were divided equally between an LSA and an LST, The Learning Trust would delegate money to the school in respect of the LSA and would provide the LST via the Learning Support Service.  The money that the Trust retains to provide the Learning Support Teachers is set out in the Section 52 statement.  

For secondary schools, The Learning Trust designates a resource level for each child with a statement and then delegates the appropriate sum to the school.  Secondary schools can use the delegated resources to purchase LSA or LST time as they see fit for each child or group of children.  This allows resources to be used more flexibly within the school context.  

When pupils are issued with a statement of special needs during the financial year the school will not have received money through the fair funding calculation.  The Trust therefore calculates how many hours of support the pupil will receive up until the end of the financial year and devolves a sum to the school so that the support can be provided.  

The Trust will shortly be moving to a model whereby reports are provided to schools on a monthly basis.  This will entail a return being sent to schools listing all the statemented children, the level of support for each child and any changes that may have been made to the support for individual children.  This method will enable schools to (a) confirm that each child is still on the roll of their school and (b) maintain a tight check on whether they are receiving the correct level of support for each child.  The Trust believes that this will maximise transparency and efficiency.

For Pupils Without Statements

All schools receive delegated funds from The Learning Trust to support pupils who have special educational needs but who do not have a statement.  The sum allocated to each school is stated in the Trust’s Section 52 statement (a copy of the Section 52 statement is provided to every school).  The amount each school gets is calculated according to proxy indicators: eligibility for free school meals gleaned from the annual PLASC return, levels of pupil mobility (from key stage returns) and achievement in English using the key stage results.  
Monitoring the use of resources

Both The Learning Trust and schools have a duty to monitor the use of SEN resources.  Schools must report to their governing bodies on the use of SEN funds and it is good practice to publish funding details as an appendix to the school’s SEN policy.

The Learning Trust is required to monitor and publish the use of funding for SEN delegated to schools through the fair funding formula.  Such a process supports accountability and supports judgements about value for money.  Effective monitoring can also identify and share good practice.  

The Trust collects information in a two-stage process.  At the first stage the Trust produces a report detailing initial allocations for schools to support special needs pupils both with and without statements.  At the end of the financial year the Trust produces a second report that allows schools to compare initial allocations against the final amount spent.  The Trust produces two reports in recognition of the fact that a number of factors can impact on resource allocations throughout the year.  
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