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The Stages of the SEN Code of Practice 
The revised Code gives detailed guidance on identification, assessment and provision. There are three ‘thresholds’: 

· School Action (or Early Years Action): where the school supports the pupil from within its own resources 

· School Action Plus (or Early Years Action Plus): where the school continues to support the pupil from within its own resources and seeks additional advice from an external agency

· Statements: where a pupil is subject to a statement of special educational needs which identifies the pupils learning needs and appropriate support arrangements. Children undergoing Statutory Assessments will continue to be supported at School Action Plus until the outcomes are known. 

At the School Action and School Action Plus thresholds schools may seek support from The Learning Trust Support Services detailed in this website.  
Statutory Assessments

A Statutory Assessment of a child’s Special Educational Needs should only be necessary when those needs are so severe or complex that they cannot be provided for other than through an individual-based approach.

As Statutory Assessments require significant resources to be focused on administrative rather than educational processes, The Learning Trust will seek to ensure that the formal Assessment structure is used rapidly and effectively when it is required to understand and support a child’s exceptional needs. 

Special Educational Needs resourcing systems should not promote a high use of the process-heavy formal assessment system. The Learning Trust will seek to explore the development of a strategy for sustainable SEN resourcing based on the concept of high and low incidence needs. 

Children are generally referred for formal assessment through one of three routes: 

· Health and Social Services Notifications to the Early Years Panel.  A Health or Social Services Notification will usually be after a diagnosis early in life of a long lasting or permanent physical or medical condition likely to make effective education dependent upon significant long-term and regular medical interventions.  

· school referral to Pre Assessment Panel.  School (or other education provider) referral will follow attempts to manage a need locally through the interventions defined in the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice as ‘School Action’ and ‘School Action Plus’.   

· parental referral to Pre Assessment Panel.  Parental referrals will be assessed on their merits

All requests for a Statutory Assessment will be considered at one of two panels:

1. Early Years Panel

This Panel considers all requests for Statutory Assessments arising from the Notification 

Process. In practice most requests for children of pre-school age are considered at this Panel, which is made up of representatives from City of Hackney TPCT, Portage, Early Years, and EPS 

2. Pre Assessment Panel

There are four of these Panels representing the four quadrants of the borough. The Panel considers requests from both schools and parents for Statutory Assessments of school-aged pupils. The Panel comprises head teachers, SENCOs, Case Officers, EPs and representatives from the Inclusion Service. 

All requests for Statutory Assessment are considered against the Criteria for Statutory Assessment, which is downloadable from this website.
Placements and Resources

Most decisions about placement and resource allocation are delegated to the SEN Assessment Team. Principal Case Officers will discuss cases with the Head of SEN Assessment Team section as appropriate. Cases will be referred to the Complex Needs Panel for consideration, when they fall into the following categories:

· funding issues involving additional spending at Level 3 or above (see “Levels of Additional Resources for Statemented Pupils” )
· all resource base placements

· all special school placements.

· all independent school placements.

· where a discussion about a placement must take place before a request to Health or Social Services for joint or tripartite funding, or where significant health and/ or Social Services issues need resolution.

· where there are unresolved disputes with parents or other agencies.

· complicated placement issues e.g. pupil out of school or receiving education otherwise.

The Complex Needs Panel comprises: 

· Assistant Director Learning and Standards (Support for Children and Young People)
· Head of SEN Assessment team

· PEP

· Head of Inclusion Team
· Head of SEN Services and representative 

· Head teachers from primary, secondary and special sectors

In making decisions about placements for individual children and young people The Learning Trust will follow a policy of inclusion and, whilst considering all cases on an individual basis and taking into account the views of those directly involved (including the pupil), will in general:

1. Seek to ensure the pupil

· has an appropriate peer group 

· is able to experience a stimulating social environment through their placement.

· is able to make satisfactory or better educational progress 

2. Seek to prioritise

· day placements over residential placements

· local placements over placements at greater distance from the home.

· placements providing for a wider range of children over placements reserved for narrow bands of children with particular severe or complex needs.

· placements in special provisions, which include part placements or shared activities with mainstream schools over those that do not.

· schools (including pupil referral units) over health or social-care based units such as therapeutic units, children’s homes with education, psychiatric units or secure units.

Annual Reviews

Once a statement is in place, The Learning Trust will maintain it through the regular review process and through the Annual Reviews indicated in the Code of Practice.  The Trust has developed detailed guidance on the arrangements for reviews. (see “Annual review procedures”)
Where a pupil has travel provision contained in his or her statement, it is crucial that each review considers whether or not the pupil is still eligible for transport as part of their special needs provision.  It is essential that independent travel be encouraged where it is appropriate.  The Learning Trust has developed a Transport Annual Review proforma.

Ceasing to Maintain Statements

Detailed guidance on the Trust’s policy for ceasing Statements can be found in the document “Criteria for ceasing to maintain Statements”. In summary however, Statements will be ceased when: -

· a child no longer meets the Statutory Assessment criteria because progress has been made

· a child is placed in a secure unit or in other residential provision with education under an order 

· a child is placed by parents in an independent school
· a child ceases to attend school after the end of compulsory school age 

· the statement-holder reaches their 19th birthday (with provision governed by that Statement being sustained until the end of the academic year in which the 19th birthday falls).

The Learning Trust will discharge Hackney Local Education Authority’s duty to provide necessary transport support to enable children with Statements of Special Educational Needs to attend school.


For most children with Statements this will imply the same commitments as for their mainstream peers.  

Providing Transport

The Learning Trust has developed a policy that sets out when children with Statements will be provided with transport to and from school. Details can be found in the document “Policy on Home to School Travel”.
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