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	                 ACCESS TO EDUCATION:

                  A POLICY FOR CHILDREN AND 

           YOUNG PEOPLE WITH MEDICAL NEEDS 

                                UNABLE TO ATTEND SCHOOL


Children with diagnosed medical needs must have proper access to education.  The Learning Trust will ensure that pupils with medical needs (relating to physical or mental health) receive a high quality education with the minimum level of disruption to their learning.  

This policy sets out exactly how the service will be delivered and by whom.  We hope that this document is set out in plain English with the minimum amount of jargon.  However, if you have any questions about anything in this document please contact 

Ken Muscat
The Home Tuition Coordinator
Professional Development Centre

Albion Drive

LONDON E8 4ET
Tel: 020 7241 7414

In this document 'parent' has the meaning given by Section 576 of the 1996 Education Act and it includes:

· all natural parents, whether or not they are married, and

· any person who, although not a natural parent has parental responsibility for a child or young person, and

· any person, although not a natural parent, who has care of a child or young person.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The primary aim of educating children and young people who have medical needs is to minimise, as far as possible, the disruption to normal schooling by continuing education as normally as the incapacity allows.

(Access to Education for Children and Young People with Medical Needs – Guidance Document from the Department of Education and Skills)

This is the Learning Trust’s principal goal.  To achieve that goal Learning Trust aims to ensure that:

· A flexible service is provided in order to meet the individual needs of each pupil.

· Advice and support is available so that pupils with medical needs are able to attend school wherever possible

· Pupils who are referred to the service because they are too ill to attend school should not be without access to education for more than 15 school days.

· Where there is a medical diagnosis/prognosis that a pupil will be absent for a prolonged period or on numerous occasions, alternative education will be arranged at the earliest opportunity.

· Alternative education should be of a similar quality to that available in school with a broad and balanced curriculum.

· There will be a multi agency approach with close collaboration between all the service providers to ensure the least disruption to each pupil’s education.

· There is a planned and effective individual reintegration programme in place for when the pupil is well enough to return to school.

WHO PROVIDES THE SERVICE?

Children unable to attend school will receive education suitable to their needs.  In order to meet the widest range of needs possible, The Learning Trust will work with, or make available, the following services:

1) Schools
The mainstream or special school where the pupil is normally on roll.  In this document, the school where the pupil is normally on roll will often be referred to as the 'home school'.  

2) Hospital schools 

There are no hospital schools in Hackney.  However, some hospitals in other boroughs do have schools within them.  If a Hackney child is treated in such a hospital, he/she will have access to the hospital school.   The Learning Trust staff will work closely with that school where appropriate.  

3) The Learning Trust Home Tuition Service
The Learning Trust has a Home Tuition Service which provides one to one education.

4) The Inclusion Team
This service has expertise on supporting pupils with medical needs when they are well enough to attend school.

5) Other Learning Trust Services
A pupil who is unable to attend school through illness will receive the support from one or more of the following professionals:

· The Education Attendance Service

· The Education Psychology Service

· The Special Needs Assessment Team

· The Connexions Service.

6)   Health Service Professionals (including School Nurses)

     The advice of health service professionals will, to a large extent, guide the type of  

     educational provision that is made for a child.


WHAT DOES EACH SERVICE DO?

1) 
Mainstream and Special Schools

Each school should have a policy in place to address how they meet the needs of pupils who are too ill to attend.  There should be a named person at the school who should ensure that the pupil has the fullest access to educational resources and support available.  This person could be the school SENCO, a senior class teacher or other appropriate member of staff such as Year Head or a Deputy Head.  He or she will have responsibility for liaising with parents and the various agencies at each stage of the child’s education.  Where pupils are too ill to attend, the school will:

· Liaise with parents from the outset and maintain a regular dialogue.

· Establish, where possible, the amount of time a pupil might be off and identify ways in which the school can support the pupil in the short term (eg providing work to be done at home in the first instance).

· Alert The Learning Trust to cases where a child has been absent for 15 school days or earlier where it is clear that pupils will be absent for such a period.

· Supply any alternative education provider with information on the pupil’s capabilities, special educational needs (including any individual education plan) and a current programme of work.  This should be done as soon as possible after the school has been contacted by the new education provider.

· Be active in monitoring the pupil’s progress.

· Be active in the reintegration process.

· Ensure pupils are kept informed of social events and extra curricular activities.

· Encourage contact with peers through visits, cards, emails and video conferencing where possible.

· Make arrangements for SATS.

· Make applications for special arrangements, where appropriate, to the awarding bodies for public examinations.

· Assess coursework.

2) 
Hospital Schools

If a child is treated in a hospital which has a school on site, he/she will have access to that school.  The Learning Trust staff will work closely with the school staff to ensure there is a continuity in the education provided.  For example, the the Children’s Hospital School  at Great Ormond Street Hospital is a foundation special school covering most medical and surgical specialisms.  Children attend from all over the UK and so it is possible that a child from Hackney could be treated and educated at that hospital.  A number of hospitals, such as the London Hospital in Whitechapel, offer after-care support to schools and pupils following the pupil’s discharge from hospital.  

3) 
The Home Tuition Service

The Learning Trust has a number of very experienced teachers who can provide education to pupils in their home.  The service works in partnership with the pupil, parents/carers and the named person in the school in order to provide an efficient and effective programme for children living within the London borough of Hackney.  

The service liaises closely with the school and the family to assess the pupil’s needs and agree a programme of work.  Tutors work with the school to ensure that the pupil’s level of attainment is maintained within the curriculum.  They also play a key role in a pupil’s reintegration back into school.

4) The Inclusion Team
Many pupils with medical needs may be well enough to attend school but their medical needs may present some management issues for the mainstream school.  Advice is available from the Specialist Teacher for Pupils with Medical Needs who can be contacted at The Learning Trust on 020 8820 7326. The specialist teacher may be involved in reintegration meetings when the Home Tuition Service are not involved (see “Reintegration Process” below)  

The Inclusion Team runs regular training courses for teachers and learning support assistants on special needs and disability issues.  They also offer specialist training for staff working with pupils who have medical needs.  Information is available from and advertised in the Learning Trust’s professional development and training brochure.

If the pupil has a Statement of Special Educational Needs and has a specialist teacher provided by The Learning Trust, this teacher will maintain liaison with the home school, alternative education provider, pupil and the parent/carer if the child is too ill to attend school.  

5) Other Learning Trust Services      

a) 
The Education Attendance Service

Attendance Officers are responsible for enforcing and supporting attendance in schools.  Each school has an Attendance Officer who will support the school in monitoring attendance and liaising with parents where necessary.  

b) 
The Educational Psychology Service
The Educational Psychology Service (EPS) works closely with local schools and Early Years Centres. All establishments have an allocated educational psychologist (EP) who visits regularly. The EP works closely with the head teacher, senior management team, special needs co-ordinator (SENCO) or nursery head to support children in order to raise achievements for all. The Code of Practice for Special Educational Needs offers guidance on how schools and centres can maximise access to the curriculum and ensure that the educational needs of all children with SEN are met. An EP might be involved in advising the school on ways to support a teacher and pupil, when a child is returning after sickness. The EP will be able to facilitate the link to other agencies that may offer support, such as Social Services or Health.  When a child needs more long-term support due to a protracted medical condition an assessment of the child’s special educational needs may be initiated. EPs offer support to parents/carers as well as other agencies. Consultation and support is available through a referral to the Educational Psychology Service. The nature of intervention and support is decided on the basis of individual needs, and may need the involvement of other agencies such as the Parent Partnership service.

c) 
The Assessment and Monitoring Team

The Assessment and Monitoring Team may become involved where a pupil has a long term or protracted medical need.  That need may become a learning difficulty if it is a “disability which prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority.”  (Special Educational Needs Code of Practice).
In these circumstances, the A&M Team will be able to advise parents and schools on the assessment process and the rights of a parent to request a statutory assessment of their child’s special educational needs.  

 d) 
The Connexions Service

Connexions is an advice and guidance service for young people aged 13 to 19.  All 13 to 19 year olds will be provided with a Personal Adviser to help them prepare for their next steps in education and work and overcome any barriers to participation.  One of the aims of the service is to give intensive support to pupils facing complex problems.  Advisers will be based at the school, and schools will ensure that pupils covered by this policy are referred to the Connexions Service at the earliest opportunity.  Connexions will prioritise a range of vulnerable pupils including those pupils with medical needs and/or a recurring illness.  

MAKING REFERRALS TO THE HOME TUITION SERVICE

1) Where a child is too ill to access education through the school then a referral should be made in the first instance to:

Ken Muscat

The Home Tuition Coordinator

Professional Development Centre

Albion Drive

LONDON E8 4ET

Tel: 020 7241 7414

2) Referrals can be made by the following people:

· directly by the school’s named person and/or their Attendance Officer

· hospitals and appropriate medical professionals

· parents.
· Assessment and Monitoring Team and/or other support services.  

Referrals from schools are preferable because they will have the referral form (copy attached) and the accompanying documentation such as the Personal Education Plan (discussed later).  However, if the referral comes from another agency the Learning Trust can link with the school to obtain this information.  It is important that the school completes the Personal Education Plan (PEP) so that the next education provider is aware of the pupil’s attainments and abilities.  

3) Any referral should be accompanied by medical evidence to show that the pupil is not well enough to attend school.   This evidence should take the form of a letter from a Consultant or other relevant health professional from hospital or psychiatric services.  The Service will take a decision on whether home tuition is appropriate based on the evidence provided.  If the referral is not clear or if it appears that the medical evidence is not strong enough to warrant alternative education, the Coordinator will contact the person making the referral to discuss how the matter can be taken forward.  

4) Where it is clear that a pupil will be absent from school on frequent occasions or for a long period in advance (eg a future operation), the school/Attendance Officer should advise the parent to obtain the medical evidence from the relevant consultant at the earliest opportunity.  

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

1) The Coordinator of the Home Tuition Service will meet with all the relevant professionals the pupil and the parents/carers in order to draw up a strategy for the period of tuition. The meeting will consider:

· the pupil’s educational and medical needs

· if possible, the period for which tuition will be required 

· the pupil’s Personal Education Plan

· a plan for reintegration (where possible)

· date of next review meeting

· the pupil’s views.  If the pupil is not able to be present then the parent should be able to pass on the pupil’s views.  If this is not possible, the person providing the education should consult with the pupil at their first meeting.

THE TYPE OF EDUCATIONAL PROVISION THAT CHILDREN 

WILL RECEIVE
Any child receiving home tuition remains on the roll of his/her school no matter how long the period of absence.  The Tuition Service will contact the school to obtain schemes of work and teaching materials and agree times when they can be picked up.  

The Tuition Service will deliver a broad and balanced curriculum based on the National Curriculum and the specific needs of the pupil.  There will be a minimum of five hours tuition per week (although The Learning Trust is looking to increase this provision).  Pupils will receive more than five hours tuition when, for example, a pupil is approaching GCSEs.  Whether the pupil is able to access the education on offer will depend on whether they feel well enough to cope with it.  

Personal Education Plan

Whatever type of provision a pupil receives, he or she should have a Personal Education Plan formulated for them.  Each education provider will contribute to this plan, the purpose of which is to ensure continuity in the pupil’s education.  The plan will detail the pupil’s current attainments, outline a programme of work and set targets.  The plan will also look at the pastoral support that each child may require and will ensure that each different agency is clear as to its role.  The pupil should have the opportunity to put their views forward and these views should be recorded in the plan.  A review of the Plan will take place at half termly intervals and a progress report will be written by the Tuition Service and provided for the school, parents/carers and the pupil.  

Secondary Transfer

Where a Year 6 pupil is receiving alternative provision, plans should still be made for the child’s transfer to secondary school.  The named person at the school should ensure that the parent is provided with the same information as all other Year 6 parents.  The parent of the child should be offered an interview with the head teacher to discuss secondary school applications.  

MULTI- AGENCY WORKING

The Learning Trust wants to ensure the minimum amount of disruption for each child.  For that reason, the school will have a named person to oversee the progress of  children with medical needs at their school. The named person will be responsible for overseeing the child’s ongoing education.  To fulfil that function, he or she will be supported by The Learning Trust in making inter-agency contacts and sharing information.  For example, where a pupil is receiving individual tuition, the tutor will have the most regular contact with the pupil during that period, and will feed back developments (both medical and educational) to the named person in the school.  When the Personal Education Plan is written, it should plan for how the professionals involved and the family will liaise with each other.

THE REINTEGRATION PROCESS

1) The Learning Trust will keep in regular contact with the health professionals who are overseeing the child’s case. In partnership with all the other agencies, officers from the Learning Trust will begin the reintegration process when the relevant health professionals have stated that the pupil is well enough to go back to school.

2) A multi agency meeting will be convened to review the Personal Education Plan and look at all of a child’s needs and how they can be best met in order for effective reintegration to take place.  A review of the PEP at this stage will:

· bring together the support provided by all the different agencies

· identify any on-going medical support that the pupil might need

· consider whether the pupil will be back in school for the long term, whether he/she is likely to fall ill again in the near future or need further medical intervention

· review academic progress

· consider what support will be required to reintegrate the pupil back into school successfully.  

3) The pupil should attend the reintegration meeting and should be given the opportunity to put forward his or her views.  These views should be recorded in the PEP.  

4) Where pupils need extra support to reintegrate, the Learning Trust and the home school will need to identify how that support will be provided.  All schools receive funding for 'additional needs' as part of their funding formula and some of this money will have to be used to support the reintegration.  Secondary schools will be able to make use of Standards Funds and Excellence in Cities money to provide extra support, such as Learning Mentors.  

5) In cases where the pupil has been absent for a prolonged period, the Home Tuition Service will usually have supported the pupil during the period of absence.  If this is not the case (for example, because the pupil went straight back to school following a period in hospital), the Inclusion Manager should be invited to the reintegration meeting to provide support, advice and training (if necessary).   

6) After a pupil has been successfully reintegrated, the support available from the different agencies should not stop immediately.  A final review meeting should be held after the pupil has been back at school for about eight to ten weeks.  The purpose of this meeting will be to ensure that the pupil has reintegrated successfully and that strategies are working. This meeting can decide whether any on-going support is required and whether any future review meetings will be required.  It will also be a useful forum for evaluating the multi agency service that was provided whilst the pupil was too ill to attend school.

USING INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

The Learning Trust will take advantage of developments in ICT at every opportunity in its delivery of education to sick children.  Home tutors have access to laptop computers and have undertaken ICT training courses to develop their skills and support the skills of pupils.  

Many pupils will have computers in the home.  Where this is the case, the tutor will ensure that links are established between the school and the pupil’s computer so that the school can keep the pupil up to date with events in the school.  

ADMISSIONS TO SCHOOL

Children with medical needs will not suffer any discrimination when it comes to admissions to the school.  Where a child has a statement of special needs, their admission will be dealt with according to the Code of Practice on Special Needs and associated legislation.  Where a child does not have a statement, every application will be considered according to the published admissions criteria as required by law. 

EVALUATING THE SERVICE

1) The Head of the Tuition Service and the Head of Attendance and Behaviour ensure that there is on-going monitoring of the service.  

2) On-going evaluation will take place through discussions between the service providers and through feedback from the service users.

DRAFT POLICY FOR SCHOOLS
A draft policy and referral forms are available from the Coordinator, Ken Muscat
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